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Message

It gives me immense pleasure to present this meticulously
designede-new letter. This e-new letter will be a window to showcasethe
various activities of MunicipalCorporation, Ludhianaof citizen of Ludhiana,
N R | GestralandStateGovt.

Municipal Corporation, Ludhianahas already implemented e-
governanceaeforms in its variousdepartmentsand is committed to give best

servicedo its citizensat SingléVindow.

| appealto the citizensof Ludhianao usevariousappsandweb
portals launched by Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana for Complaints,
Suggestionaind RedressalSystem Details about these appsand portals are
alreadyavailableon MunicipalCorporation, Ludhianavebsite mcludhiangoun.
| alsoappealo the citizensof Ludhiango activelyinvolvethemselveto make

Ludhianaad Sm&i t y 6

HARCHARAN SINGH GOHALWARIA



AN
@ Mr. Jaskiran Singh (IAS)
N g Commissioner

>

A Message

-

This newsletter will highlightthe activities carried out by the
municipaktorporation Ludhiandrom time to time.

MunicipalCorporation Ludhianaare working on e-governanceserviceswhich
includespublic grievanceRedressaManagemensystemin which complaints
can be lodged at the official website of Municipal Corporation i.e.

My appealisto allL u d h ithatthés @ity belongsto them andwe are here
to try our bestto makeit a city you are proud of. We needyour fullestco-
operationtowards makingLudhianatruly SmartCity.

Currently MunicipalCorporation Ludhianaare working on different Centre
andStatelevelflagshipsndprogrammeslike SmartCity, AMRUT,Digital India
and SwachhBharatMissionwhich will help Ludhianacity to achieveits Past
glory andpeoplefriendlyinfrastructurewill be created

-Sd

Mr. Jaskiran Singh (IAS)
Commissioner
Municipal Corporation Ludhiana
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j\ /&_\1 Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and
a®. Urban Transformation [AMRUT]

Atal Mission for Rejuvenation
and Urban Transformation

AMRUT REFORM INCENTIVES
(2016-17)

1. Andhra Pradesh 6. Telanganas
2. Odisha 7. Rajasthan
2. Jharkhand 8. Tamil Nadu
4. Chhattisgarh

5. Madhya Pradesh

After a long wait, Punjabhas successfullynadeits 9" placein India Due to this now
Punjabhasqualifiedto get incentivefrom GOI under AMRUT Mission It wasthe joint
exercise of 16U/LB éf sPunjab,but Municipal Corporation Ludhiana has played
important role to getit.

Current+ Status: (Ludhiana))

AExtensionand Augmentationof Water Supplyunder AMRUT of Ludhianaare under
ProcessIn which Distribution line, Tube wells,HouseholdConnectionsOHSR are the
maincomponentswvhich are under process

ASLIPandSAAPhasbeenformulatedfor Ludhiana

A1st DPRfor Water supplyand SeweragdasbeenCompletedandApproved

AAction Planfor Green Areasand Parksare Preparedand DPR are also Preparedfor

same
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Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation [AMRUT]- Water Supply Works
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SMART

Nishanl. Kumar
@Umesgroup.com

»ihlana was amongst the Nirst
0 citles selected Lo be
developed as Smart Clies by
the Unlon Urban Development
Minlstry. To achleve this feal.
Ludhiana Municlpal Corporation
nad made extensive use of the
soclal media to connect with
cllizens, especlally, youngsters
w0 seck feedback and suggestions
on probiem aress ke trafic
and poliution.

The criteria for selection,
amongst other [elors, was based
on the cltys size, population,
infrastructure level and future
scope for upgradation.

Ludhiana is now on its way to become
smart. The "Smart City' tag would prove to
be a game changer in upgrading urban
infrastructure and raising the living
standards of residents of the city

ahead of Chandigarh, Jalandhar
and Amritsar.

The Inciusion has raised hopes
for advanced Infrastructure.
sustalnable homes, clean alr Lo
breathe. free Nowing
transportation, uninterrupted
power and water supply. proper
sanitalion. smart management of
tramic and utilitles in the cit
smart city tag would also pave way
for technologically Integrated, well-
planned. environment-friendly
urban spaces that promises
ultimate ving conditions for the
city residents. In practical terms, it
would mean having a network of
sensors, cameras, wireless devices,
Improved IT connectivity. e-
governance and high-level

Interestingly. ©
participation was a key factor that
enabied Inclusion of Ludhlana

c participation.
For rarr“ng out Smart City
project, the stale government had

formed a spectal purpose vehlcs
(SPV) named “Ludhiana Smart C
Limited” In April last year. As a part
of this Initative, several projects
will be undertaken by the
authorities In Ludhiana, which
mcludge replacement of ondinary
streel-lights with LEDs. Instaliation
of solar panels on government
bullding rooflops. retrofitung of old
areas like Sarablia Nagar and
Ghumar Mandl, smart signboards
o be set up across the city.
mtegrated command and control
room. smart sanitation. 24-hour
smart waler supply (Switching from
ground water Lo surface water),
under-grounding of cales,
replacement and rehabilitation of
sewerage network, construction of
storm waler network, smart poles,
citizen collaboration platform.
construction and demolition (C&D)

EVELOPMENT OF
URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE

wasle management In Ludhiana
city. carcass utllisation piant for
Ludhlana, smart roads—inciuding
compicte streets (sldewalk,
disabled-friendly), on-street
parking arrangements, Introduction
of e-rickshaws, strectscape
improvement. multi-level car
parking (MLCP) at Feroze Ganahl
Markel. Road over Bridge (RoB) at
Pakhowal Rallw Crossing and
dedicated cycle Lrack In selected
Industrial areas.

Majority of these works are in
the advanced stage of
Implementation. Detalled project
reports (DPRs) have been
submitied In most of e projects
and tenders have been Noated for
many projects. Also, survey Is on
for ROB at Paknowal

Crossing.
anrming the de
Jaskiran Singh, MC

and CEO, Ludhiana Sm
informs. “The work on Smart City
project is 20ing on at a 200 pace.
Majority of the projects have been
approved. Finally. the work on
installation of road slgnages and
rooflop solar panels on
government bulldings will begin
from June 25. We are hopeful that
nearly 15 smart city projects in
Ludhiana will get started by mid-
December this year. All these
projects once completed will
catapuit the IVing standard of the
peopie of this industrial cily.”

The business community in the
city Is excited aboul the
development of old areas like
Ghumar Mandl amd Sarabha Naga
under the retrofitling model. Under
this model, 10 per cent of the
smart city's energy requirement will
come from solar sources. Also,
there will be proper arrangement
for round-the-clock power and
er supply. The plan also
oenv ges Inftauves ke wasle
waler recycling. storm waler reuse,

1 J—

MLSTRATINS USED FOR FEESENTATIONAL PURPOSES OMLY

solid waste management. ralnwater
narvesting and smart metering.

“We nope that the tetrofiiting
model will Immensely benefit the
ol areas of the city. As per the
project report, foolpaths and
cycling tracks will be lald on
roadsides all along the Inter-sector
roads as well as those leading Lo
markels W encourage peopie lo
swilch over Lo non-motorised
transport. Traffic sensing lights will
be Installed for sSmoother fow of
traffic and lesser pollution. Also,
there will be e-survelliance with
CCTV cameras and Sensors al every
point. So, it will help In better
trafMc management and ere won't
be any congestion In these ok

arcas.” opines Jalin Khera, an
entrepreneur.

The retrofitting of Sarabha Nagar
market Is an important project.
under It, similar display boards
will be Instailed In the entire
markel 50 that all shops bear 4
simiiar look. The officials have
prepared a list of aboul 15
bulldings where solar systems can
be installed. Canal water wiil
ensure 24-hour water supply Lo the
city. And the command and control
room will keep a check on
activitles across the city. Under the
smart signage project, B4 smart
slgnboards will be Installed that
will display tUme and weather.
Besldes. public tollets will be
constructed for men. women and
physically challenged. For
redevelopment, an area of 50 acres
needs o be ldentified, for which
Jawahar Camp has been selecled

Sustainable infrastructure and

ECO-EFFICIENCY

Ludhiana will be a model city providing quality urban life to its citizens in a green, healthy and carbon
neutral environment, while celebrating its very Punjabi essence

Nishant. Kumar
G@limesgroup.com

ne of the key focus
areas for the
authorites Is o bring

transformational changes In
urban mobiiity and public
transport, Including bringing
relief from trafMc chaos and
reduction In pollution levels.
As part of the smart city
project. city bus network will
be strengihened along with
the development of
environmeni-ricndly
transport. Also. there Is a
proposal for GPS-enabled
smart e-rickshaws Lo replace
diesel autos. “To reduce

the pollution levels, there
are plans to Introduce
electric buses and

other Inftiatives Hike &/
usage of blo mels,” S
says MC S
Commistioner 1R
Jaskiran Singh.

“All the steps
being taken o
develop a smart city
can prove effective =
only with the active |
participation of the
ity restdents. Firstly,
our thinking has Lo be
smart to develop a
smart city. 1 feel proud
to share that several
roundabouts have been
Dbeautified In Lhe city
with the help of city
residents, who have also
come forwarnd o adopt some

OIECT MITHORSED REPRESENTATVE
STUDY VISA
PAKHOWAL ROAD, LUDHIANA
81460-61000

Of the parks within the city.
The falth that the residents
are showing In MC Is 3
welcome development and
will have encouraging Impact
on our effort 1o develop
Ludhlana as a truly smart
city. There are whole ot of
nitiatives that are belng
undertaken to beautlly the
clty. Construction &
Demolition (C & D) Waste
Management Is another
area that

tops 1
our AL

priority area. Few years down
the line, you will see a
different Ludhlana with more
amenlties and utilities for
people as It would become
more liveable and lovable,”
beams Harcharan Singh,
Mayor. Ludhlana.

To Increase public
participation, Ludhlana MC
has embarked on several
Inlatves Whis year. Inchiding
Raahgirl Day, which Is a
Di-weekly street

event

providing
ciizens
the

opportunity Lo reclaim their
streets, connect with thelr
community. celebrate thelr
city and therefore. recialm
thelr lives.

Launched under the Smart
City project. the Inltiative was
almed 3t ensuring no
vehlcular traflic movement In
the area. The drive held In
Ghumar Mandl In the month
or March evoked positive
response from the city
residents, who were more
than happy to walk and
commute by cycles In the
markel, which was tastefuily
decorated with balloons.

Acconding to MC
authorities, Rs 200 crore has
been released by the Centre
and a matching grant of

RS 200 crore has 1o be
released by the state
government, outl of which
32 crore has already been
released and the
remalning amount would
be released along with the
progress on key 24
projects In coming
months. “The Smart City
project will have a
transformational effect on
Lughiana, which Is an
important Industrial hub In
north Indla. The smart Lag
Wil further give a boost 1o
Ils Image as a progressive
city. Also. energy
conservation. waste

ity

isgomgonata good pa(e_
Ma)only of the pi

been approved. :lnal tl» work
on installation of road signages
and rooftop solar paneks on
government buildings will begin
from Jume 25. We are hopeful
that nearly 15 smart
projects @ Ludhiana will get
started by December this year.”

JASKIRAN SINGH,
MC Commagonr md CFQ Ludhiae
Sewrt Oty

o o e s
have a transformational effect
on uxﬁnana. which is an

]

lmth lndia The smart
development will further give a
boosttoits 'n_xage asa

“Al the steps being taken to
develop a smart city can prove
effactive only with the active
participation of the city
residents. Firstly, our thinking
has to be smart to develop a
smart city. | feel proud to share
that several roundabouts have

adopt some of the parks within
the city.”

HARCHARAN SINGH

Moy, Ludhiow

disposal mechanisms,
sustalnable living conditions
and rainwaler harvesing
would be amongst the
amenities that the people can
look forwand W apart from
the common convenlences
once Ludhiana Is developed
Into a smart city,” JM
Balamurugan, Secretary,
Local Government, Punjab.

The Smart City tag means the recognition as well as the

imfcaﬁnnformeﬁmuledewbptmm ludhianaas a

INeaxeandsusnma:leaty.

model dty providing quality urban life to its citizens, while
celebrating its hesitage, art and culture. The city will
provide state-of-the-art public infrastructure and efficient
public services supported by latest IT solutions |

City of future

Sharma.Gartma
@Umesgroup com

elng In the league of

Lhe smart cltles,

Ladhiana would
become a clty with
Information technology as
1ts principal infrastructure
amd the very baslis for
providing essential
services Lo IS residents.
There would be many
technological platforms
Involved, Including but not
limited to automated
Sensor networks and
dala centres.

Apart from the citizens
and business community,
the reaity sector in and
around Ludhiana is aiso
upbeatl about the Smart
City mission, which 1s
lkely 1o revamp the
Infrastructure of the city.
“Smart City project Is a
very creative and
optimistic idea which will
vastly improve the
standand of Hving of not
only Ludhlanz, but nearby
areas as well. Though, 1t
Wwill Lake Ume
Impliement It and huge
expenditures will have o
be Incurred, but 1t 1S worth
the effort. For the real
estate sector, It should be
made mandatory 1o foliow
the smart city norms with
regards W energy
conservatlon, rainwater
narvesting, waste
management, elc.. so that
ihe project does not
remaln concentrated on

Just governmenl! efforts.
Every person will have to
contribute o make the

Success,” says curjit
Bains, a real estale
developer.

With [asl-paced
Infrastructure development
and modern lifestyle
projects comprising
resldential, commercial,
Industrial and educational
sel-ups, the peripheral
areas of Ludiiana ane
Keeping up their
with the Industrial city,
which would soon be a
smart city.

The Smart City lag o
Ludhlana Is also likely Lo
prove benefctal for nearby
areas as well. According o
Jagrup Singh. a city-based
entrepreneur. “While the
government Is doing Its bit
1o develop Ludhliana as a
smart city, the success of
this project would also
depend on Its residents
and entrepreneurs. if
everyone Is actively
Invoived and gives due
Importance 1o energy
saving and Implementation
of new technologies,
Ludhlana could well be a
model city for the entire
northern region.”

According o a report.
demand for real estate,
particularly resldential
properties. In smaller
cities and non-meLros s
expected W rise with the
completion of the the
Smart Cllles Mission.
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2 Smart City projects open in Ludhiana

Ludhiana:
TNN

After a long wait, first two projects of smart city mission were inaugurated on Sunday, its second anniversary. Ludhiana Smart City Limited opened

the solar and the signage projects without much ado and politicians were kept out of it.

These were inaugurated at Ghumar Mandi during Raahgiri by municipal corporation commissioner Jaskiran Singh, deputy commissioner Pradeep

Aggarwal and police commissioner RN Dhoke. The first project included installation of rooftop solar panels at 15 MC buildings at a cost of Rs 3.53 crore.

Officials claimed it would help them in saving on huge electricity bills,

They added that in the next stage, they would involve educational institutes for the installation of solar system as they could get an additional subsidy

on it.

Smartroad planned,
directors unaware

SHIVANI BHAKOO

THHBUNE NEWS SENVICE

LUDHIANA, JUNE 26

Directors of the Ludhiana
Smart City Project have
expressed shock over the way
it is moving, without their
consultation. The proposal of
making a smart road from
Pakhowal Chowk to Dugn
Chowk under the project has
come as a shock to the direc-
tors, who say they know noth-
ing about it.

Oneof the directors, Sanjay
Goel, said he came to know
about the particular “smart
road” through a section of
mediapersons.

“The Pakhowal Road,
Dugri area, Ghumar Mandi
or Sarabha Nagar areas are
already smart and there is
no need to spent money to
make these smarter. We
need to do something for
the old city where roads are
in a shambles, traffic con-

& We are mere rubber
stamps. Bureaucrats
decide on worksto be
undertaken. Weare never
invited to attend meetings
on the project. %9
ADIRECTOR OF THE PROJECT

gestion is at its peak and
encroachments are galore. I
wonder why officials are try-
ing hard to make already
beautiful areas more eye-
catching. They should focus

on pan city solutions or on [

the areas in the old city
Instead of wasting funds
like this, money should be
utilised in a proper man
ner,” said Goel.

A few board of directors
have been complaining
since the inception of the
project that they are nevel
taken into confidence by the
authorities concerned
Another director said: “We
are mere rubber stamps
The bureaucrats decide on
works to be undertaken. We
are never invited to attenc
meetings on the project. We
are slowly losing interest
The authorities must take
opinion of the directors anc
technical persons, After ally
huge funds are to be spent
and it should be made sure
that residents get respite in»
every way, which is the ulti»
mate goal of the project™
said the director.

EERFARFFR

r green concern
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Two smart city projects launched sans politicians

TNN | Jun 26, 2017, 07.41 AM IST

LUDHIANA: After a long wait, first two projects of smart city mission were
inaugurated on Sunday, its second anniversary. Ludhiana Smart City

: Limited opened the solar and the signage projects without much ado and
' politicians were kept out of it.

These were inaugurated at Ghumar Mandi during Raahgiri by municipal
corporation commissioner Jaskiran Singh, deputy commissioner Pradeep
Aggarwal and police commissioner RN Dhoke. The first project included
installation of rooftop solar panels at 15 MC buildings at a cost of Rs 3.53
crore. Officials claimed it would help them in saving on huge electricity
bills. They added that in the next stage, they would involve educational

institutes for the installation of solar system as they could get an additional

subsidy on it.

The other project was installation of 84 smart signboards of six types that will display time and weather. The cost of the project
will be Rs 913 crore.

Sources said officials were told not to organise inauguration ceremony and the main reason for this was to keep the Congress
leaders away from the smart city projects initiated by the BJP government. Mayor Harcharan Singh Gohalwaria showed
ignorance about the inauguration of projects and rued that that since he was among the board of directors of Ludhiana Smart
City Limited, he should have been invited for the ceremony. He said they were not even informed about the event.

MC commissioner Jaskiran Singh said at least 12 projects under smart city mission would be started this year. The projects next
in line were public toilets to be set up at a cost of Rs 6.03 crore, LED streetlights of Rs 44.38 crore, 24x7 water supply of Rs 40
crore, retrofitting of Sarabha Nagar market with Rs 18.67 crore, storm sewer of Rs 50 crore, construction and demolition plant of
Rs 10 crore and carcass plant of Rs 10 crore.
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Action frontto
address Buddha

Nullah issues
=k

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

LUDHIANA, JULY 4

The Budha Darya Action
Front was formed today for
addressing the issues related
to the Buddha Nullah.

Representatives of various
organisations joined hands
to form the front. The organ-
isations which participated
in the first meeting were
Jiwan Asha, Sangharsh, Sut-
lej Healthcare Foundation,
RBS Roots.

A joint committee was
formed and Col CM Lakhan-
pal was chosen as the chair-
man, Dr HS Cheema as the
co-chairman.

Joint efforts

Representatives of various
organisations joined hands to
form the front. The organisations
which participated in the first
meeting were Jiwan Asha,
Sangharsh, Sutlej Healthcare
Foundation, RBS Roots.

Other members who
attended the meeting were
Dr Amandeep Singh Bains,
KS Ahluwalia, Baljit Singh
Chahal, Amandeep Singh
Boparai, Jatinder Moudgil
and Harbans Singh Lotey.
The next meeting will be
called soon to chalk out the
further course of action, said
the members.
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N 0 stopping encroachments
s Chaura Bazar

Plamtﬂed ChudSet,y Lmawmommmmwmmm
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Ludhiana district set become solar powered district.
Highlights:

People should avail Net-Metering Policy, says DC.
-Prominent personalities visited Government College for Girls specially to check solar project.

I llation of solar proj under Net-Metering Scheme is getting good response in district Ludhiana. With an
its wings to become solar dependent district shortly. With

overwhelming resp ludh district is

AP

the initiatives of Deputy Commissioner Pardeep Kumar Aggrawal, solar projects are being installed on
government and private buildings. Many industrial units are very keen to go solar way as well.

While giving lnfnnnunon. bC Pcrdeeﬂ Kumov Aggmwul mid that to motivate pcople these type of projects were
installed on government and semi-government buildings so that they can witness the results prefer ro adopt eco-
friendly mode of power. He said that 20KW, 60KW, 115KW and 20KW solar projects were already installed in the
District Administrative Complex, Satluj Club, KVM school and Government College for Girls respectively.

Installation process solar projects has already been started in various industries (Eveline group, Oswal Group,
Nahar Exports, Avon Cycles, Hero Cycles) and SCD Government College for Boys as well. CBSE board has also
been issued the notification to install these projects in all its schools. M , district ad n had also
announced to provide solar fan facilitv in all run ies in ludhi district. he added.

DC further said that Net merering was fhe p:occss through which you attain a “dual-benefit “by installing a solar
power plant on the roof, open space, walls of the building to generate electricity. Generated power is first used in
the building as per the req t and the surplus power is fed to the grid of utility (PSPCL).

DC appealed people to avail the PEDA (Punjab Energy Development Agency) sponsored NetMetering Policy to
get rid off from heavy power bills. Interested people and companies may contact to nodel officer Anupam Nanda
at his mobile number 9463140744 or on email anupamnanda2003@yahoo.com. Earlier MP Ravneet Singh Bittu
along with MLA Bharat Bhushan Ashu and other prominent personalities visited Government College for Girls
specially to see solar project. They also appealed to people to adopt this mode of power generation.
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Sidhu for door to door lifting of garbage

Says will personally visit Ludhlana on June 5 agaln to lmplementthe scheme

SHIVANI Brakoo
LUDHIANA, MAY 27

Minister for Local Bodies
Navjot Singh Sidhu said he
will personally come to Lud-
hianaon June5 to implement
the door to door lifting of
garbage, which had not been
done properly earlier.

On being told that safai-
karamcharis were against the
door to door lifting of
garbage, Sidhu said: “Safai-
karamcharis are ‘saadi pagri,
saadi shaan’ (our pride). We

will never work against their |

interests. The areas will be
divided between AZ compa-

ny workers and safai karam- |

charis after taking them into
confidence. And, when the
project picks up, youwill wit-
nessa change in the city”
He said the A-Z company,
which had received a lot of
appreciation for bringing in
a sea change in Indore,
failed here for the simple
reason that the company
was being paid 31,200 per
tonne to lift garbage in
Indore, while here only 300
was being provided to the
company. “We will come up
with a policy soon, through
which the processing of
garbage will also be done.
Fresh tenders will be floated
and AZ company will be

LUDHIANA Tvribune

he visited the area. Meht:
requested Sidhu to minutely
observe the cleanliness o
Barsati Nullah, which wa
going through the interio:
parts of the city. He saic
because of lack of funds, the
MC was not able to continue
with the development works
The roads werein ashambles
and masses wereagitated. Or
top of it, due to corruption ir
the department, the staff
officialshave vested interest:
and pay no attention toward:
themasses or their problems

Meets Congress
councillors

After visiting Rahon Roac
and Talab Bazar, Sidhu me
Congress councillors as well

where they spoke about theii
issues to the Local Bodiet
Minister. He asked area MLA:
{0 brief him about the prob
L Singh o and Talab Bazar in them.
PHOTO: INDERJEET VERMA One of the councillors saic
Sidhu assured them that the
poicysoon, il lso be done. Fresh e
illbe g i areas finalised soon
and A will ait long, 99 e ok s (ot
thatresidents get clean water. I
given preference, as it is scorching heat at Rahon A shopkeeper said: “The Parminder Mehta submits  needed, more tubewells woul
already working here for Roadat 11am. Roadswere rtoads were cleaned and i
long,” said Sidhu. being cleaned to give it a garbage was lifted. Other- BJP leader Parminder scarcity of water He said work
The entire MC staff “cleaner” look. Tippers wise, weliveinapatheticcon- Mehta, who had initially would be done in coordinatior
(majorly from the Health were seen lifting garbage dition and no one cares. The planned a “protest” at Talab  with environmentalist Balbii
Department) was presentto from the main Basti Jodhe-  Minister should visit the city ~ Bazar, submittedamemoran-  Singh Seechewal for cleaning
welcome the minister in  wal Road. frequently.” dum to Navjot Sidhu when  the Buddha Nullah.

Sun, 28 May 2017
epaper. tribuneindia. con/c/19390773

he Tribune

Minister Navjot Singh Sidhu with Congress MLA Bharat Bhushan
Ashu (second from left) in Ludhiana on Saturday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

Audit of MCs to start

in a fortnight: Sidhu

SHrvani BHAKOO

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

LUDHIANA, MAY 27

Minister for Local Bodies
Navjot Singh Sidhu has
said that the technical and
social audit of the munici-
pal corporations will begin
in the next 15 days.

In the city to witness sew-
er cleaning work here today,
he said 166 municipal cor-
porations and councils were
in debt. The funds generat-
ed, spent, works executed -
everything will be audited
for which four companies
had shown interest. The
audit will be done in five
MCs - Ludhiana, Amritsar,
Jalandhar, Patiala and
Bathinda.

No compromises will be
made for maintaining the
cleanliness in the cities of
the state and the best
names in the business are
being contacted. “They will
have to perform to sustain
since our aim is to make the
state garbage free in the
next few months,” he said.

Watching the choked sew-
er pipes through spe-
cialised equipment, Sidhu
said there was 95 per cent

Sun

28 May 2017
epaper. tribuneindia.com/c/1

@6 Besides, everything
will be brought online
and monitored by me
and senior officers...
The tax-payerswill
directly pay taxesand
croresin pending taxes
will be collected to
make MCs selfreliant

Navjot Singh Sidhu,
MINSTER FOR LOCAL BODIES

blockage since the sewers
had not been cleaned for
the past several years.
“The masses are suffering
as they are being provided
with contaminated water
due tochoked sewers. Itisa
problem in Jalandhar,
Amritsar and Patiala also.
Erring officials won't be
spared,” Sidhu warned.
After the MC elections,
the focus will be on gener-
ating revenue, collection of
taxes. “Almost all MCs are
battling a financial crunch.
The focus of staff/officials
has never been on recov-
ery of arrears for many

years,” he said.
8
(2]
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